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Tying into This years theme of "Roots 
to Shoots" we southt out alumni for their 
opinions and words of advice. The fol-
lowing is a letter submitted by Andrew 
Mictchell, a graduate of theclass of 
1980, in which he sugggests seven pieces 
of valuable advice for future foresters: 
"I graduated from Iowa State with a degree in For-
est Management in June 1980 by the skin of my 
neck. Not that I was academically failing, just that 
my enthusiasm for the routine of school was in 
free fall. I'd already spoiled myself by taking a 
quarter off hitching to Alaska. 
Nowadays they talk about orienting your 
life using the "Seven Habits". I blew out of Ames 
with the 3 goals. 
1. Avoid jail 
2. Avoid fatherhood 
3. See the world 
Eighteen and a half years later this is what I have 
to show for it: 
* Contract packer for Wyoming Game and Fish 
*Five years as a Yellowstone Backcountry Ranger 
(followed by several winter trips to Costa Rica, 
Great Britain, Chile, Argentina, and Brazil to alle-
viate accumul':lted job!) 
* Smokejumper for the BLM in Alaska, Idaho, and 
Oregon 
* Nine years as the Yellowstone Helitack Foreman 
including parkwide SAR Coordination, and man-
agement of the fireline blasting program. 
*Three trips to Argentina and two to Canada on 
government assignment. 
* Currently I'm the Wildfire and Hazard Fuels/ 
Hazard Tree Management Specialist for the park. 
* Also somewhere along the line I married a saint 
who is doing her best to get me house broken and 
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raise our seven-year-old daughter. 
Along the way I've come up with a new 
set of maxims to follow-take them for what they 
are worth: 
1. Do what you love and the money will follow. 
2. Take a Zen attitude toward both the good things 
and bad that come your way. 
3. Take advantage of every single training oppor-
tunity that comes along. This includes skills that 
are not directly related to your current duties. 
4. Lean hard on the Golden Rule. Relationships 
are key and last forever, one way or the other. 
5. Have solid computer skills, but always keep in 
mind that the work is in the woods, not on your 
rear in front of a box of wires. 
6. Physical fitness is way more important than you 
currently think. 
7. There is absolutely only one good drug and that's 
beer. Use it in moderation. (By the way that in-
cludes Copenhagen for all you hard guys reading 
this. I chewed a lot for years and I swear that when 
I went cold turkey 4 years ago that it would have 
been less uncomfortable to kick heroin.) 
Well there you have it. If you're smart 
enough to survive the ISU Forestry curriculum, 
you're smart enough that you ' ll always have 
enough coin to get by. So don't sweat that aspect 
of things. The degree has opened doors I never 
dreamed of as a kid growing up in Mason City. 
Best of luck." 
Andrew Mitchell 
B.S. Forestry, 1980 
